NO. 501. THE RIVER JORDAN AND MT. HERMON. 


The Jordan is the most important river in Palestine and naturally the most interest- 
ing. It is mentioned in nearly all historical books in the Bible. Our Saviour was baptized 
in the Jordan (St. Mathew 3:13). In the picture the central source is shown us at 
Dan—now called Tell-el-Kadi—here a still more abundant stream rises, namely The Leddan. 
It is from Mt. Hermon—méaning mountain peak or sacred mountain—which we behold in 
the distance, that the Jordan derives its head-waters. Mt. Hermon is about 9,200 feet 
high. It is the highest’ mountain in the Holy Land. Some one of its solitary recesses 
rather than the summit of Mt. Tabor was probably the scene of our Lord’s transfiguration. 


(St. Mathew 17:1-14) Mt. Hermon is now called Jebel-esh-Shiek. It is first mentioned 
in the Bible in Deuteronomy 3:8-9. 
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502, Russian Pilgrims at Worship on the Housetops of 
Jerusalem, 
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NO. 502. HOUSETOPS OF JERUSALEM. 


The picture shows us one of the many housetops or roofs of Jerusalem. The roof 
is considered one of the most important and frequented parts of the eastern house. It 
is used for a variety of purposes requiring the heat of the sun, like the drying of fruits, 
grain and flax, of wool and cotton after they have been washed, and of clothing. It is 
also a favorite place for walking, for social intercourse, for occasional retirement and 
even for sleeping. Peter went on the house-top at Joppa in order to pray (Acts 10:9). 
We note in the picture the pilgrims at worship and recall that during the period o° 
Israel’s defection under the kings, roofs of houses were often selected as places of idola- 
trous worship (Jeremiah 19:13). They are still as in Isaiah’s day, resorted to in times 
of panic and danger (Isaiah 22:1). ; 
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NO. 504. DOGS IN BIBLE LANDS. 


We note in this picture some of the dogs of Damascus. The dog‘ of Palestine is 
the same variety as the ownerless dog of India. During the earlier period of Bible 
history it is described as prowling about the streets and suburbs of cities (Psalms 59:6-14) 
feeding on what was thrown out to it, licking up blood when it was shed or devouring 
dead bodies, even sometimes congregating in packs to surround and attack human beings. 
On account of their food and habits they were deemed unclean according to Jewish law; 
and were very much despised among the Jews. The dog of Palestine was finally trained 
to accompany its master from place and also to take care of the flock against beasts of 
prey and thieves. 
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NO. 505. DAMASCUS GATE—JERUSALEM.—FROM WITHOUT. 


The handsomest of the portals which pierce the ‘walls encircling Jerusalem is the 
Damaseus Gate. It is comparatively modern, as one sees it now, having been built by 
a Mohammedan caliph about three hundred years ago, but excavations prove that its 
foundations are of great antiquity. Hence we may lose ourselves in endless speculations 
as to the famous men who from this point have gone forth from,Jerusalem to leave their 
record on the page of history. It is positively known, too, that through the Damascus 
Gate, in the year 1099, the brave crusader, Tanered, and his followers made their victorious 
entry into the city. The gate is in the middle of, the northern wall and the road from 
it leads northward over Scopus, past the (so-called) Tombs of the Kings, to Samaria 
and Damascus. ue 
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The Damascus Gate from Within, Jerusalem. 


506. 


st, 


NO. 506. DAMASCUS GATE—JERUSALEM.—_FROM WITHIN. 


One of the most conspicuous and important features of an eastern city was its gates. 
Although directly connected with the walls, they formed a peculiar structure by them- 
selves. The Bible speaks of gates of both brass and iron (Psa. evii:16; Acts 12:10). In 
walled cities or palaces a gate was essential for the egress and ingress of the inhabitants, 
and for defense against the entrance of an enemy. , It was often protected by a strong 
tower (2 Chronicles 26:9); it frequently led through the tower. The gate was a place 
of public concourse where business was carried on (2 Kings VII:1). on 

“Tn one part of this Damascus wall, about‘30 feet above the ground near the Gate, a 
small round column projects, which looks like a peg on which a giant might have hung 
his hat. The Moslems have a tradition that Mohammed will seat himself on this column 
at the Day of Judgment, to decide the fate of all the people.’’—Stoddard Lectures. This 
gate was presumably originally called the Gate of Benjamin, then Ephraim, then eventually 
Damascus. 4 


NO. 507. GREEK STREET—DAMASCUS. 


l The streets of an Oriental town were doubtless in ancient times, as they are today, 
ay narrow and dirty. They are seldom wide enough to permit two laden camels to pass each 
% ‘other; Straight Street which we will note in some other picture is an exception, it being 
extremely broad. ; 

The scene here shown us is one of the streets devoted to stores and is lined by sales- 
‘rooms with open fronts and presents a lively appearance. There is no evidence that the 
‘streets were paved in ancient times, although Josephus, the Jewish historian, affirms that 
Solomon paved the roads leading to Jerusalem with black stones. At the time of the 
‘Herods, however, pavements were laid and efforts made toward keeping the streets clean. 
Surely the faces of our American boys or girls are far more cheerful looking than 
some of the ‘‘little’? Greeks we see here depicted.” ‘ i 
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NO. 508. STRAIGHT STREET—LOOKING WEST—DAMASCUS. 


Acts 9:11.—‘‘And the Lord said unto“him, ‘Arise, and go into the street which is 
called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus: for 
behold he prayeth.’ ’” ny 

The traditional street called ‘‘Straight’’ is about two miles long and runs from north- 
east to south-west, almost through the center of the city. It is a poor street now, but in 
the time of St. Paul it was a magnificent thoroughfare, 100 feet broad and divided into 


‘three avenues by rows of Corinthian columns. 


Quaresmius says that there the house of Judas is shown, a commodious dwelling with 
traces of having been once a church, and then a mosque, The ‘‘Place of Baptism’’ is a 
fountain not far off nedr the beginning of the,street. 
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NO. 509. TRADITIONAL SPOT -CITY,;WALL, DAMASCUS, WHERE ST. PAUL WAS 
Fat sees LET DOWN IN:A BASKET. 

Acts 9:25.—‘‘Then the disciples took-him by night, and let him down by the wall in 
a basket.’’ 

Our picture unfolds to us another very interesting spot connected with Bible history. 
St. Luke says that the Jews ‘‘watched the city gates day and night with the intention of 
killing him’? (St. Paul). The anxiety of the disciples regarding St. Paul’s safety brought 
about his escape. From an unguarded part of the wall, in the darkness of the night, prob- 
ably where some overhanging houses as is usual in Hastern cities, opened upon the outer 
country, the disciples let him down from a window in a basket. Rey. A. P. Stanley 
writes: ‘‘The only spot now pointed out.is a few hundred yards from the town walls, on 
the eastern side of the city. It is only marked by a mass of cement in the ground, with 
a hollow underneath, which the Damaseus guides represent as a hole in which, after his 
escape, the Apostle concealed himself.’’ 5 


Aer Da 


Copyrighted, 1904, by "2; W. Ingersoll. 


see 


"SHIMES GNVT ATOH 


in One of the Villa 


“Life 
Esdraelon. 


des of the Plains of 


510; 


NO. 610. THE PLAIN OF ESDRAELON—VILLAGE LIFE. 


The plain of Esdraelon—the most famous in Palestine—called in scripture Jezreel, 
sometimes Megiddo, and in modern geography, the Plain of Esdraelon. It is a Y-shaped 
region, 250 feet above the sea-level, surrounded by mountains, and situated between 
Mounts Tabor, Cannel and Gilboa. The plain was alloted to Issachar in the division 
among the tribes (Josh. XIX:17-23). It has the aspect of a great corn-field, dotted here 
and there with olive groves and interspersed with villages. Some very interesting historical 
facts are recalled by names of former villages in this plain, such as Jezreel, where Ahab 
had one of his palaces; Shunem, where Wlisha restored the boy to life; Endor, where Saul 
consulted the witch; Bethshan, on the walls of which the Philistine fixed the bodies of 
Saul and his sons; and Megiddo, where Josiah was slain. 


near Jezreel. 


) 811. Ahab’s Fountain, 


NO. 511. AHAB’S FOUNAIN NEAR JEZREEL. 
There are two fountains near Jezreel at the present time; one is called Ain el-Meiyiteh, 
‘another and yet more copious one. Ain Jali is at no great distance. The latter is 
no doubt the one our picture presents to us. Jezreel has shared the degradation of its 
founder (Ahab). Its present name is Zerin. The Israelites encamped at a fountain (may- 
hap this one) in its vicinity just before the battle of Gilboa (I Samuel 29:1). Jezebel, 
the wife of Ahab, met her violent death in Jezreel (1st Kings 21:23). 
To the writer of the Apocalypse the plain wherein this fountain lies was the battle- 
‘field par excellence, and there he beholds ‘‘the kings of the earth and of the whole 
world’? gathered for the battle of the great day of God (Rev. 16:14-16). 


Crusaders’ Church, Tyre. 


NO. 612. RUINS OF OLD CRUSADERS CHURCH—TYRE. 


On the 27th of June, 1124, Tyre was taken by the Crusaders, who lost it again in 
March, 1291. Since then it has nearly always been in Mohammedan hands. It is now 
called es-Sir. The walls are in ruinous condition, and have in part disappeared or been 
covered with sand. Most of the ruins, including a church (seen in this picture) are of 
Crusading times. Tyre was for a considerable period all but destitute of inhabitants. 
In the present century it has slightly revived, so that it may have at present 3,000 to 4,000 
inhabitants. Our Lord once visited the coasts of Tyre and Sidon (Mathew 15:21-31), 
and people from the region occasionally attended His ministry (Luke 6:17), 
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/The Witderness’ ‘of the Scapegoat. , 
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Ry NO. 513. THE WILDERNESS OF THE SCAPEGOAT. 

“Leviticus 16:10— ‘And to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.’? The 
scapegoat was one of two goats offered on the day of atonement (Lev. 16:8). 

* The picture shows to us the typical Palestine Desert, otherwise called Wilderness, an 
unenclosed, uncultivated ‘plain where wild beasts roam at will; often terrible in its solitude 
and desolateness, yet .also capable of affording pasturage. This place is now the home of 
the wild goat, which takes refuge among the high hills and rocks. 

Jesus on His way to be crucified, with the scarlet chlamys upon His shoulders, was 
marked out as the Victim of the whole world, laden with the sins of the human race, even 
as the Scape-goat with its bands and fringes of red wool was sent adrift by the Jewish 
priests, carrying with it the sins of the people. 
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NO. 514. SAMARIA. 

St. John 4:7.—‘‘Then cometh a woman of Samaria, to draw water; Jesus saith unto 
her, ‘Give me to drink.’ ’’ 

The situation of this royal city, if less beautiful, is more commanding than that of its 
sister, Shechem. Nearly in the center of a basin, about five miles in diameter, rises a flat, 
oval-shaped hill, to the height of some 300 feet. On the summit is a long and nearly level 
plateau, which breaks down at the sides, 100 feet or more, to an irregular terrace or belt 
of level land; below this the roots of the hill spread off more gradually into the surrounding 
valleys. The whole is now cultivated in terraces. Groves of luxuriant olives almost cover 
the southern side and fill the valley below, while single trees and little groups dot the 
rest. A wide circuit of picturesque mountains encompasses the basin, having only a nar- 
row opening on the west, through which a winter torrent finds its way to the plain of 
Sharon. 
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Ruins of Samaria Clty Gate and Plain of Samaria. 


NO. 515. RUINS OF SAMARIA OITY GATE AND PLAIN OF SAMARIA. 

Micah 1:6.—‘‘ Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field and as plantings 
of a vineyard: and I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and I will discover 
the foundations thereof.’’ 

Truly God’s wrath has been fulfilled, as we view this picture, and we must realize 
that His words are not vain and that the words He gave to the prophet Micah have been 
carried out to the letter. Under Ahab the city became a center of Baal worship. In con- 
nection with this idolatry there was a great corruption of morals. Against these idolatrous 
practices Elijah the prophet worked (I Kings 18). Elisha, another prophet, made the city 
his headquarters and doubtless Hosea labored there. Samaria was, on account of its idol 
worship, threatened by many prophets, and that these prophecies came true, the picture 
shows very plainly, 


NO. 516. ANCIENT STREET OF SAMARIA—SHOWING COLUMNS. 

Hosea 13:16.—‘‘Samaria shall become desolate: for she hath rebelled against her 
God.’’ 

Herewith is presented to us another view of Samaria (now called Sebastiyeh), which 
demonstrates the truth of Hosea’s prophecy. The ruins we here behold are part of Herod’s 
Colonnade built by him between 19 and 11 B. C. Herod rebuilt the city with great splen- 
dor, and called it Sebaste, from which it derives its present name of Sebastiyeh. The 
evangelist Philip once labored here successfully (Acts 8:5-8), also Peter and John came 
for a time from Jerusalem (Acts 8:14-25). Davis describes our present view of the ruins 
in this manner: ‘‘The sides are steep, the summit a table-land about a mile from east to 
west. There are broken columns, large, sometimes carved, stones evidently from impor- 
tant buildings, and heaps of rubbish.” 
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NO. 517. SHRINE TO THE GOD PAN. 


Deuteronomy 12:3.—‘‘And ye shall overthrow their altars, and break their pillars, and 
burn their groves with fire; and ye shall hew down the graven images of their gods, and 
destroy the names of them out of that place.’’ 

When we view this scene represented in the picture and note the shrubbery which 
grows in the shrine above the arch, it proves another instance where God’s word has been 
fulfilled to the letter. : 

The ‘‘God Pan’’ comes to us from the Greek mythologies and represents the god of 
shepherds, guardian of bees and patron of fishing and hunting. From Greece his worship 
was transplanted among the Romans, by whom he was styled Innus. Pan, also 
called Hylaeus or forest god, was usually represented as a bearded man with large hooked 
nose, with the ears and horns and legs of a goat, his body covered with hair. 
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NO. 518. HAIFA—OVERLOOKING BAY OF ACRE. 

Genesis 49:13.—‘‘Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea,’’ The shores of the 
Bay off Acre seem to have belonged to Asher, perhaps as far as the river Kishon (Genesis 
19:26), but Zebulun would seem to have had a ‘‘haven’’ for ‘‘ships’’ (Genesis 49:13), 
probably at Haifa under Carmel, in which name the Hebrew word for ‘‘haven’’ or 
‘shore’’ survives. 

The harbor is partly choked with sand, yet is one of the best on this coast. 
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9erian Natives—Life on the Sea of Galile 


NO. 520. TIBERIAN NATIVES—LIFE ON THE SEA OF GALILEE. 


St. John 6:1.—‘‘ After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the 
sea of Tiberias.’’ 

Volume upon volume could be written regarding this ‘‘sea,’’ and still one would 
not exhaust the subject. We will, however, condense a few short facts which may be of 
interest. Its main interest naturally lies in the fact that our Saviour spent the greater 
part of His ministry about its northern borders. Four of the first disciples were Gali- 
Jean fishermen (Matthew 4:18-22), and over sixteen miracles and events in the life of 
Jesus are closely associated with the Lake. 

The old Hebrew name was Chinnereth (see Numbers 34:11). Then it was called 
Gennesaret, as early as the Ist century B. C. After Herod Antipas built the city of 
Tiberias on its shores, it became known as the Sea of Tiberias, which is the basis of the 


« modern name, Bahr Tabariyeh. 


621. ‘The Harbor of Belrut, Palestine. 


NO. 521. THE HARBOR OF BEIRUT—PALESTINE. 

This shows us another view of the Harbor of Beirut, and according to the number of 
vessels, boats, ete., one sees, it is evidently a thriving sea-coast city... The industrial and 
commercial growth of Beirut has been more rapid than that of any other city of Asiatic 
Turkey. Silk and cotton fabrics, as well as gold and silver articles, are the chief manu- 
factures. The region around Beirut yields large quantities of silk, cotton and tobacco 
for export, while the chief imports are foodstuffs and articles of apparel. The harbor is 
deficient both in size and in depth and heavier vessels are compelled to anchor outside. 
Regular steam communication is maintained with Great Britain and Austria-Hungary, 
while the coastwise transportation is effected chiefly by Turkish sailing vessels. 


NO. 522. BEIRUT FROM AMERICAN CHURCH LOOKING SOUTH-EAST AND SHOW- 
ING SOME OF ITS PRETTY HOUSES. - 

Beirut is situated on the western coast of Syria, on the slopes of the Ras Beirut and 
Saint Dimitri, about 90 miles by rail north-west of Damascus. It consists of the old 
town, which is ill built and unattractive, and a number of suburbs (from one of which 
this picture is taken), with fine streets and pretty homes and many features of a modern 
eity. In its numerous business houses, European schools, and churches, Beirut shows the 
effect of European influences, while its Oriental characteristics are becoming less per- . 
ceptible. There are 23 mosques and 38 Christian Churehs, of different denominations, the 
chief mosque being a former Church built by the Crusaders. 
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NO. 523. THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN AT SAMARIA. 


Acts 8:14.—‘‘Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
reecived the word of God they sent unto them Peter and John.’’ We do not know if the 
Church shown to us here in this picture was established by St. John or not, but we do 
know that he labored there with Peter, as the above Scripture passage tells us (confer also 
verse 25). Philip the Evangelist preached Christianity in Samaria (Acts 8:5), and in the 
third century it was an Episcopal see. A Greek bishop still derives his title from Sebaste 
(the name given to Samaria by Herod the Great). 

Little villages, with their green corn-fields and gray olive-groves, stud the dark moun- 
tain sides or crown their summits, making the whole landseape one of the richest and 
most beautiful in Palestine at the present time. 


“ No. 524. THE RIVER JORDAN—PALESTINE. 


St. Mark 1:5.—‘‘And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea and they of 
Jerusalem and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan confessing their sins.’’ 

Looking closely at the picture one could readily imagine John the Baptist still stand- 
ing there baptizing and bearing witness to the coming of Christ. 

The current of the river is so rapid near Jericho that the numerous pilgrims who go 
thither to bathe are always in danger, and not infrequently are swept away. For the 
Israelites to cross the Jordan at any time, and above all when the. river, was in flood, 
required the miracle of the dividing of the stream narrated in the Book of Joshua 3:1-17. 

Naaman, the Syrian was directed to wash in Jordan seven times that he might be 
miraculously cured of his leprosy (2 Kings 5:10) and ultimately did as he was bidden (14). 
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NO. 525. RACHEL’S TOMB AND OLD OLIVE TREE—ROAD TO BETHLEHEM— 
PALESTINE. 

Genesis 35:19.—‘‘ And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is 
Bethlehem.’’ 

Rachel was buried a little to the north of Ephrath, better known as_ Bethlehem. 
Jacob erected a pillar to mark the spot, This pillar long remained at this place. (Gen. 
35:20), it was near Zelah. The reputed site was alluded to by Jeromé and the Bordeaux 
pilgrim in the fourth century, and is accepted as correct by Jews, Christians and Mo- 
hammedans. 

The picture shows us the building now called Kubbet Rahal-tomb of Rachel—it is 
a small building like a mosque with a dome. It has an open apartment toward the east and 
a small enclosure toward the west. The present structure is of no great antiquity. 


NO. 526. THE DEAD SEA—PALESTINE. 

The name now given to the sheet of water called in the Bible the salt sea (Gen. 14:3). 
It was named the Dead Sea by the Greeks as early as the latter half of the second century 
of the Christian era, It is situated in the deep volcanic rent or fissure which runs through 
Palestine from north to south; and ig fed chiefly by the river Jordan, which empties into 
it on an average six million tons of water every twenty-four hours. Lieut. Lynch, U. 8. 
Navy, who in 1848 led an expedition for the exploration of the Jordan and the Dead Sea 
found the maximum depth of the Sea as ascertained by sounding to be 1,278 feet. The 
waters of the sea are so impregnated with salt, that neither fish nor animal of any kind can 
live in them. So strong were the corroborations obtained by Lieut. Lynch regarding Bible 
records, that one of his party who was a doubter, and another who was an open unbeliever, 
became convinced that the Bible narrative was true. 
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NO. 527. ACRE, FROM ISLAND IN THE BAY, SHOWING CANNON OF NAPOLEON. 


Acre was the last stronghold of the Crusaders in Palestine, being surrendered to the 
Saracens in 1291 after an obstinate defence by the crusading orders. In 1517 it was cap- 
tured by the Turks. In 1799 it was beseiged by the French under Napoleon Bonaparte for 
sixty-one days; but he found that he was unable to take the place by storm, as it was 
successfully defended by the garrison aided by a body of English sailors and marines 
under Sir Sidney Smith. Napoleon having lost five thousand men in fighting or from the 
plague, ordered a retreat. In 1832 Acre was stormed by Ibrahim Pasha gon of the Viceroy 
of Egypt, and continued in his possession till it was bombarded and taken in 1840 by a 
combined English, Austrian and Turkish fleet. Acre is the Accho of the Bible (Judges 
1:31). 


NO. 528. RAMLEH OR ARIMATHAEA IN PLAIN OF SHARON. 

‘«When one leaves the gardens of Jaffa behind, we come to an extensive, fertile, and 
lovely plain—it is the plain of Sharon. We pass two small villages, which are enclosed in 
olive groves and at one of these we will tarry for a moment, namely Ramleh. The traveller 
of to-day is assured by his dragoman when he reaches Ramleh, that this is the Arimathaea 
of the Gospels. As Robbinson shows at length, there is no ground for this identification. 
Ramleh is no ancient city; it was built by Suleiman, after he had destroyed Lydda, in 
the 8th Century A, D. and it is first mentioned (according to Robinson p. 234) in 1870 by 
the monk Bernard. The name Ramleh signifies sand.’’ (Hastings.) ‘‘Missionary Labours 
in Jerusalem’’ write regarding the plain of Sharon: ‘‘before us was spread a most mag- 
nificent carpet, wrought with divers colours of gold, crimson, red and blue—a carpet made 
without hands, in comparison with which the most costly Persian in the sultan’s harem 
dwindles into utter insignificance.’’ 
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NO. 529. ELISHA’S FOUNTAIN—JERICHO—PALESTINE. 


2 Kings: 2:22.—‘‘So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the saying 
of Elisha which he spake.’’ 
Jericho is represented to-day by a miserable little village of 300 inhabitants, called 


’ Er-Riha. This village, however. is not exactly on the site of the biblical city, which is 


represented by a mound called Tell es-Sultan. Near this mound is a copious spring, Ain 
es-Sultan, (the one in our picture) which is pointed out as the water healed by Elisha 
(refer to verse above), At the base of the mound, above the spring, a hollow has been 
recently scooped out revealing an ancient mud-brick wall (see picture). The pottery 
found strewn over the mound belongs as a rule, to pre-Roman times, and some pre-Israelit- 
ish ware occurs. 


NO. 530. THE TOMB OF SAMUEL AT MIZPEH—PALESTINE. 
Mizpeh, where the solemn convocation was held, was a remarkable place in Jewish 


history. It was in its neighborhood that Samuel set up the stone of help—Ebenezer— 
saying, ‘‘Hitherto hath the Lord helped us’’ (I Samuel 7:6-12). Here too, the people as- 


* sembled to choose their first king (I Sam. 10:17-24). Dr. Robinson and Dr, Porter are both 


of opinion that the modern ‘‘Neby Samwil’’ is the ancient Mizpeh. The situation eorre- 
sponds admirably with the name Mizpeh—‘‘a watch-tower.’’ It ig a hill 500 or 600 feet 
high, about four miles north-west from Jerusalem, which commands a wider view than 
any other peak m the south of Palestine. Over the bleak gray ridge on the south-east are 
the domes and minarets of Jerusalem, looking, as if sunk in a valley. Southward the eye 


‘ranges over the summits of the Judaean hills, as far as the environs of Hebron. (Murray’s 


Hand Book.) 
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NO. 531. MOHAMMEDAN PILGRIMS DANCING. 
Pilgrimages are characteristic of many religions, as those of ancient Egypt, Persia, 
Syria, Mexico and Peru, India, China and Japan. 

Our picture shows us some of the Maulawiyah order of Dervish at the court of their 
> pilgrimage. The Dervish in Mohammedan countries are a class of persons who are sup- 
posed to lead a peculiarly religious life resembling in some respects the monks of Christen- 
dom. The order presented in our picture constitute the order familiarly known as the Dane- 
ing Dervishes. At their Zikr they follow one another about the floor in regular order, each 
with eyes closed and arms extended, turning around in a sort of Waltz and intoning a 
ut monotonous chant. 


NO. 532. HASBEYCH, THE PROMINENT BUILDING IN THE FOREGROUND WHERE 
6,000 CHRISTIANS WERE MASSACRED IN 1860, AT DAMASCUS. 

The darkest blot on the history of Damascus is the massacre of some 6,000 Christians, 
in July, 1860, by a Mohammedan mob composed of Druses and Bedouins assisted by Turkish 
soldiers. 

In 1860, roused by Jesuit emissaries and trusting to French support, the Maronites 
of Lebanon indulged in several provoking attacks upon their old hereditary foes the 
Druses. These, however, aided by the Turkish soldiery were always victorious, and 
throughout all Syria a terrible persecution against Christians of all confessions broke out, 
characterized by inhuman cruelties. In all Syria 16,000 Christians were murdered, 3,000 
women taken to the harems, and 100 Christian villages destroyed. 
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NO. 583, GLEANING IN THE FIELDS OF NAIN WITH MT. MOREH (OR LITTLE 


HERMON) IN THE DISTANCE. 

St. Luke 7:11.—‘And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called 
Nain.’’ 

The story of Nain has been told in the simplest and most touching manner by the 
Evangelist (St. Luke 7:11-25). No grander view can be obtained anywhere in Palestine 
than that which stretches around Nain, from its green nest on the mountain side, amply 
justifying its descriptive name. Within the circle of the surrounding hills somo of the 
most stirring events in Old Testament history have oceurred. Below is the extensive plain 
of Jezreel which was the great battlefield of Palestine. Right across are the uplands of 
Nazareth, while up north is the snowy top of great Hermon, dominating all the wide view. 
(Macmillan.) 4 . 
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NO: 534. HEROD’S GATE AND MOUNT OF OLIVES—JERUSALEM. 

St. Luke 23:11—‘‘And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and nocked 
him and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate.’’ 

The Gate of Herod (Bab es Zahireh) is in the northern wall but is kept closed during 
most of the year. The architecture of this and all other entrances to the Holy City is 
mostly Saracenic. Herod undertook the building of this wall and gate between 41 and 44 
A. D. in order to inelude within the city limits the unprotected suburb of Bezetha. After 


laying the foundations, however, he relinquished the work. It was finally completed by 
the Jews themselves. 
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NO. 535. MOSQUE OF OMAR FROM MOSQUE EL AKSA—JERUSALEM. 
The temple enclosure, called by Moslems Haram Esh Hierif (‘‘Tho Noble Sanctuary’’) 
is in the southeastern part of the Mohammedan Quarter. Its most prominent. building is 
the Kubbel es Sakhra ‘‘The Dome of the Rock,’’ often called, but incorrectly, the Mosque 


‘of Omar. This is an octagonal building, each of its sides being 67 feet long, 170 feet in 


height, and surmounted by a dome. Directly under the dome rises a rough native rock, 
standing at present nearly 5 feet above the pavement. Some regard this as the place where 


» the Ark of the Covenant rested in Solomon’s Temple; but most authorities consider it the 
site of the Altar of Burnt Offering. In the southeast corner of the enclosure stands the 


Mosque el Aska adjoining the southern wall. (Hulburt.) 


No. 586. INTERIOR DOME OF THE CHAIN MOSQUE, ADJOINING MOSQUE OF 
OMAR—JERUSALEM. 

St. Mark 12:15.—‘‘ And they came to Jerusalem and Jesus went into the temple, and 
began to cast out them that sold and bought in the temple.’’ 

When the temple, which is on the supposed site of Solomon’s emple, is visited, the 
Moslem requirements are, that the shoes be replaced by slippers, lest this consecrated area 
be defiled. In the centre, just beneath the mighty dome, is a bare, rough rock, fifty-six 
feet in length and forty feet in breadth. This rock is a real and tangible relic of the 

eat Jerusalem. It was revered when Abraham and David knelt on it in prayer, when 
the Ark of the Coyenant rested on its summit, and when the Son of Man drove from His 
Father’s house, which then surmounted it, those who had made the place a den of thieves. 
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NO. 537. MOSQUE OF OMAR—JERUSALEM. 


St. Luke 21:5.—‘‘Some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with goodly stones 
and gifts’’ (also refer to verse 6). 

This graceful pavilion, where the faithful (Moslems) pray before they pass within 
the mosque proper, has its entire walls all inlaid with exquisite Mosaic. It bears the 
name of ‘‘David’s Judgment Hall’’ for the Moslems claim that King David formerly hung 
a chain here as a test of men’s veracity, All truthful witnesses could touch it without ill 
effects; but if a liar handled it, a link fell off at once,—one link for every lie. Our 
Saviour’s prophecy has been truly fulfilled regarding the Jerusalem of His time. Only one 
bare rock remains, and even its authenticity is questioned. 


NO. 538. STREET VIEW AND HOUSE OF ST. VERONICA—(VI. STATION)— 
JERUSALEM. 

St. Luke 23:27.—‘‘ And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, 
which also bewailed and Jamented him.’’ Veronica, according to the common legend, was 
a pious woman of Jerusalem, who when Christ was on the way to be crucified, took off 
the cloth wrapped about her head, and gave it to Him that He might wipe the blood and 
sweat from His face and when He returned it to her it was found that the impression of 
his features was left upon it. The Emperor Tiberius, falling sick and learning that 
wonderful cures had been wrought by this portrait, sent for Veronica, She remained in 
Rome and at her death bequeathed the relic to Clement. For further information on this 
interesting subject consult Tissot’s Life of Christ, Vol. IV. p. 160. 


NO. 539. ANCIENT AQUEDUCT NEAR HIRAM’S RESERVOIR TYRE—PHOENICIA. 
1st Kings 7:13.—‘‘And King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre.’’ 

The fountain and reservoirs called Ras el-Ain supplied Tyre with water by means of 
an aqueduct starting 15 or 20 feet above the level of the ground. Hiram was the King of 
Tyre. He enlarged the city by constructing an embankment on the eastern side and built 
a causeway to connect the city with the island a short distance from the city. From the 
island settlement the city grew until it included as a suburb the adjoining coast land, and 
after the union of island and coast the entire settlement was known as the city of Tyre. 
No doubt the reason that Solomon sent for Hiram to help construct the temple, was that 
Hiram’s fame as a builder had gone abroad over the entire land, 
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NO. 540. STREET FRUIT SELLERS WITHIN JAFFA GATE—JERUSALEM. 


The Jaffa or Yaffa Gate called by Moslems, Babel Khalil—‘‘ Hebron Gate’’—is in the 
western wall, near the Citadel of David. Through this gate most travelers enter the city. 
*€ Alas! if only we could always feel those first emotions which the distant vision of Jeru- 
salem excites. But, as is the case in almost every Oriental town, the shock which one 
encounters on close approach is disenchanting. Swarms of traders and repulsive beggars 
instantly surround us, amidst a crowd of horses, dogs and donkeys and if we lift our eyes 
to heaven for relief, we see on one of the sacred walls the fin de siécle legend: ‘‘Cooks 
Tourist Office, inside Jaffa Gate’’ (Stoddard’s Lectures). The Pool of Hezekiah is directly 
inside the Gate. 


NO. 542. GOLDEN GATE AND MOUNT OF OLIVES IN DISTANCE—JERUSALEM. 

St. Luke 21:37.—‘‘And in the day time he was teaching in the temple; and at night 
he went out, and abode in the mount, that is called the Mount of Olives.’’ It was on the 
day, the present Christian Church celebrates as Palm Sunday, that our Saviour made His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and just before they reached the Golden Gate—which 
we see in our picture and which is now walled up—the crowd dispersed, and Jesus entered 
the Temple. At night on this same day ‘‘He sought shelter with His disciples by the 
olive-sprinkled slope of the hill. He was not unaccustomed to nights in the open air, and 
He and the Apostles, wrapped in their outer garments, could sleep soundly and peacefully 
on the green grass under the sheltering trees.’’ Tarrar. 


Two Women Grinding at the Mill, Jerusalem, 
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NO. 543. ‘‘TWO WOMEN GRINDING AT THE MILL.’’—JERUSALEM. 

St. Mathew 24:41.—‘‘Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left.’’ 

The development of the milling process was taken when for the mortar and pestle 
were substituted two roughened grinding surfaces, placed close together, between which 
the grain was reduced to powder. An improvement over this simple device, is the quern 
or hand mill (which is the one in use in our picture) still used among semi-civilized peo- 
ples. In the quern the upper stone is pierced and turned on a pin on tho nether stone; 
the upper stone is grasped by a handle consisting-of a stick thrust into its edge. The use 


of the upper and nether millstone for griding grain dates back to prehistoric times. 
(International.) 
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NO, 544. GYPSIES—OUTSIDE THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM. 

Isaiah 62:6.—‘‘T have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never 
hold their peace day or night.’’ The Gypsies surely do not hold ‘‘their peace day or night’’ 
wandering, in their endless, restless roaming. Dwelling in the midst of highly civilized 
nations, associating in the daily life of diverse peoples, they yet retain their physical and 
racial characteristics and their peculiar language wherever they may live, No similar 
phenomenon is to be observed in all the world. The Gypsies are isolated, unlettered with 
no common bond of religion, history or tradition. It is in their blood to love the open-air 


nomadic life; the old native instinct forces them from house and town to the wandering 
life in the fields. (N. Int.) 


NO. 545. GROUP OF LEPERS—WITHOUT THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM. 

St. Luke 17:11-12.—‘‘ And it came to pass, as He went to Jerusalem’’—(12) ‘‘there met 
Him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off.’’ 

In most all places of the holy land they compel lepers to dwell outside of the city. 
Where there is a considerable number of them as at Jerusalem, there is a separate quarter 
to which they are confined just at the gate, though within the walls of the city. In 1867 
a hospital was erected for them at Jaffa Gate, they should all be secluded there; but liberty 
is still allowed them, and they often marry, thus propagating the disease, since this un- 
fortunate disease is hereditary. Physicians claim that leprosy is not infectious, still we 
believe it would require great courage to shake these (in our picture) by the hand, 
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NO. 546. STREET IN JERUSALEM—FROM CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE. 


Danie! 9:25.—‘‘the street shall be built again, and the wall even in troublous times.’’ 
- The Christian quarter ig in the northwestern part of the City of Jerusalem. Its 
most important locality is the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, where tradition has fixed the 
scenes of the crucifixion and resurrection. The Church is a group of buildings, crowned 
with a dome, and erected at various periods. The Holy Sepulchre itself is a marble shrine 
within the cathedral 26 feet long, by 18 broad, and 20 feet high. If the ancient wall can 
be certainly shown not to have been outside of this place, then the identity of the holy 
places may be deemed measurably sure since the cross and the sepulchre were undoubtedly 
near the wall, but without it. (Hulburt.) 
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NO. 547. ENTRANCE TO CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE AND WORSHIPPERS. 

2 Kings 23:17.—‘‘Then he said, what title is that I see? And the men of the city 
told him, It is the sepulehre of the man of God.’’ 4 

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is not so much of a Church, as a sacred exposition 
building. For fifteen hundred years the majority of pilgrims to the Holy Land, coming 
from the steppes of Russia, from the mountains of Syria, from Egypt, and even from 
Abyssinia, expected and demanded to see all the localities mentioned in the Bible. This 
demand inevitably created the supply, in order to satisfy those who probably needed 
some such tangible souvenirs to help them appreciate and understand the life of Him 
whom they were taught to reverence. Hence, as years rolled by, the influence of tradition 
and antiquity gave to these places a sanctity which it is now almost impossible to dis- 
turb. (Stoddard on Church of Holy Sepulchre.) 
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NO. 548. FRANCISCAN CHAPEL, CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY—BETHLEHEM. 


Micah 5:2.—‘‘But thou Bethlehem, though thou be a little among the thousands of 
, Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.’’ 

The chapel beneath the Church of Nativity—the oldest in Christendom, built in A. D. 
330 by the Empress Helena—was the study of St. Jerome where he spent thirty years on his 
great work, the Latin version of the Bible called the Vulgate which is still the standard 
yversiow in the Roman Church. The ‘‘Holy Crypt,’’ the reputed birthplace of our Lord is a 
cave in the solid rock, twenty feet bencath the’great choir of the Church. At the entrance 
of a long winding passage, cut out of the limestone rock, is an irregular-shaped chapel. 
The tradition that Jesus was born in this cave is very old and is first mentioned by Justin 
Martyr (about A. D. 140). 
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NO, 549. CONSULAR GENERAL CARASS IN COSTUME—JERUSALEM. 


Administratively the city of Jerusalem is the capital of a Sanjak and has two councils, 
in which the recognized religious communities are represented. The Jerusalem of the 
present with its mercantile houses, hotels, stores, various educational and philanthropical 
institutions, has very little suggesting the city of the past. The chief industry of the 
city at present is the manufacture of articles from olive-wood and mother-of-pearl. The 
Sultan of Turkey appoints the Consular General of Jerusalem, who is called Valis. Each 
Vali is assisted by a provincial council. The Sultan’s subjects possess freedom of their 
persons and nominally equility before the law. The judicial department is in a sense an 
adjunet of the exceutive, all executive officials being vested with authority to perform all 
duties connected with the administration of justice. 


Hangman’s Tree, Palestine, © 


NO. 550. HANGMAN’S TREE—PALESTINE. 


2 Samuel 18:9.—‘‘And Absalom met the seryants of David, and Absalom rode upon 
a mule and the mule went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold 
of the oak and he was taken up between the heaven and earth; and the mule that was 
under him went away.’’ 

Seareely any tree figures more largely in Biblical narrative and poetry than the oak. 
Almost every village in Palestine has one or more of such thick oaks, which are sacred 
from superstition. The common people are afraid of these trees, and when they pass them 
hang on the branches a rag torn from their clothes as an acknowledgment of the presence 
of certain spirits, supposed to live in the tree, as a sort of peace offering to avert their 
anger. Hence our picture called ‘‘Hangman’s tree.’’ 


fe 
Bacs 
= 
3 
3 
ie 
i. 
° 
S 
= 
G 


= = —————— 


SS1NSS ONVT 5108 


NO. 551. GIBEON’S FOUNTAIN. 


2 Samuel 2:13.—‘‘And Joab the son of Zeremiah and the servant of David went 
out and met together by the pool of Gibeon.’’ 

Gibeon (now El-Jib) stands on top of a little hill, around which is spread one of the 
richest plains in Palestine, dotted with vineyards and olive groves. On the southeast of 
the ridge on which Gibeon stands, under a perpendicular rock, is the famous fountain 
which we note in our picture and the pool our verse refers to. It was at this pool that 
Abner was defeated and Amasa slain, in the days of David (2 Sam, ii and xx) and here, 
also, it was that Solomon asked and obtained ‘‘wisdom’’ from the Lord. (1 King iii.). 

Not far from this fountain, among olive trees is an open reservoir 59 feet long by 
36 feet broad, it was doubtless "intended to receive the superfluous waters of the cavern. 
On the west is a tank, 11 by 7 feet in size cut in the rock and called el-Birheh—the pool. 
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NO. 552. CAPERNAUM—LOOKING EAST. 

St. Matthew 11:23.—‘‘And thou Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven shalt be 
brought to hell.’” 

Capernaum is a town on the northwestern shore of the sea of Galilee. Two spots con- 
tend for the distinction of being the site of the old Biblical city, prevaient opinion favoring 
Tell Hum, which is shown on our picture. It is naturally a very interesting spot from the 
Bible standpoint, because, Capernaum really became more emphatically our Lord’s city, 
and the waters of the lake as shown in this view, were the familiar object with which 
His home, so far as He had a home, was identified. Somewhere here abouts, also, Andrew 
and Peter were casting their nets into the sea, when our Lord, passing by, called them 
to follow Him and become fisbers of men. In one of these inlets near the building we see 
in the distance, on our picture, James, the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, were 
mending their nets, when they left all and followed Him. Right at this spot, Capernatim, 
began that organization which spread the Gospel over the Earth and revolutionized the 
world. Viewed in this light, is there a place on earth that can rival this in interest? 
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NO. 553. VINEYARDS; TERRACED HILL-SIDED ROAD TO BETHLEHEM. 
St. Matthew 21:28.—‘**But what think ye? A certain mam had two sons; and he camo 
to the first, and said, son, go work to-day in my vineyard.’’ 
Bethlehem is 5 miles south of Jerusalem at the modern village of Beit Lahm, The 
Itown is beautifully situated among the high hills of Judea. It is:surrounded by olive 
oves and vineyards which cover the terraced hillsides. The vineyards were frequently 
on a hillside or peak which was terraced when necessary. The vines were allowed to 
spread on the ground, the stock not being supported, only fruit-bearing branches being 
slightly raised from the earth. The grapes ordinarily grown were red, but at the present day 
a white variety is almost exclusively raised at Bethlehem and Hebron. The vintage began 
in the middle of September and continued into October. It was a season of merry-making; 
(as Isaiah tells us 16:10), in the vineyards there were singing and joyful noise, and the 
treaders in the press kept time by shouting as they trod the grapes. 
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NO. 554, ENTRANCE TO A DRUSE HOME—MT,. CARMEL. 


1 Kings 18:19.—' ‘Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto Mount Carmel.’’ 

The Druses occupy the southern half of Lebanon. A few thousand reside around Mt. 
Carmel and the mountains above Acre. They number throughout Syria about 100,000. They 
are Arabs, who came from the eastern confines of Syria within the last nine hundred years. 
They are under Turkish rule, but enjoy considerable political freedom. With the Moham- 
medans they hold that there is no god but God; but they assert that He is unknowable 
and has revealed Himself to man by incarnations. Since 1840 the increased power of the 
Druses has been the cause of constant feuds. An attack by the Maronites on a Druse 
village was the beginning of the terrible massacre of Christians throughout Syria. Tradition 
ana the agreement of many modern explorers place the scene (of which our verse above is 
the beginning) at the east end of the ridge at a place called El-Mahraka, where the Druses 
bave a sanctuary and are said still to perform a yearly sacrifice. 


NO. 555. TOMB OF ELEAZAR AND PHINEHAS NEAR. 


Joshua 24:33.—‘‘And Eleazar the son of Aaron died; and they buried him in a hill 
that pertained to Phinehas his son, which was given him in Mount Ephraim.’’ 

Eleazar was the third son of aaron by Elisheba, who, with his father and three broth- 
ers was admitted to the priestly office. He is speken of as taking part with Moses in the 
numbering of the people (Numbers 26:1-63). Phinehas was his son anc successor in the 
high priesthood. The circumstance for which Phinehas is chiefly reme1bered (Numbers 
25:7-8-11), was that act of fiery zeal at Shittim in the history of the Old Covenant when 
for the first time the Mosaic religion came into collision with Baal worship, its future rival. 
Accordingly we find that the slaying of Zimri and Cozbi was ever after one of the proud 
and stimulating memories of Isracl’s past history. The son of Sirach in his ‘‘praise of 
famous men’? stamps Phinchas as the third in glory after Moses and Aaron ‘‘in that he 
was zealous in the fear of the Lord, and stood fast in the good forwardness of his soul 
when the people turned away and he made reconciliation for Israel’’ (Sir. 45, 23-25). 


NO. 556. WORKING BEAUTIFUL INLAID WOODEN SLIPPERS OR SANDALS. 

The inlaid work noticed in our picture is called ‘‘Marquetry,’’ the art of inlaying 
wood with wood of other colors or with other materials. Shoes spoken of in the Bible 
were as a rule simply sandals, affixed to the foot by straps known as latchets. The slipper 
or sandal so generally worn by the ancients is now mostly confined in Western Asia 
to the Arabs. In the large towns it has been replaced by the morocco shoe. It is 
very interesting to note some of the customs of Orientals regarding wearing of shoes or 
sandals. Both rich and poor, always leave their shoes at the door of the room, before 
they step upon a matting, or sit upon their feet on the divan (Luke 7:38.) This is doue 
from motives of cleanliness. One of the duties of a servant is to put away the shoes 
of his master when taken off, and to set them down before him when he wishes to step off 
the carpet. A new pair of morocco shoes are worth about two shillings of English money, 


or from twenty to fifty cents. 


NO. 557. HAIFA AND BAY FROM MOUNT CARMEL. 

1 Kings 18:42.—‘‘And Elijah went up to the top of Mt. Carmel.’’ 

It takes forty minutes to walk—or climb—from the modern town of Haifa to the 
convent (part of which is shown in our picture) of the ‘‘Carmelite Monks.’’ It is worth 
the climb for the view, ever widening as one ascends, and changing from ‘‘glory to 
glory’’ will richly repay any amount of toil, and upon reaching the convent the outer 
‘man can refresh and rest himself at the refectory of the order of Carmelite Monks. 

At one time the order of Carmelites was piously believed to have been founded 
by the prophet Elijah, who dwelt for a time in a cave under the convent—shown in our 
picture—but this belief was dissipated by the learned editors of the ‘Acta Sanetorum’’ 
who were able to demonstrate that the order owed its origin to the crusader Bertrand— 
Count of Limoges. 

Haifa is a small city on the Bay of Acra, opposite the town of the same name. The 
sturdy German settlers have made it a thrifty and prosperous little city. 


NO. 558. NATIVE WATER WHEEL.—PLAIN OF ESDRAELON. 


Eeelesiastes 12:6.—‘‘Or the wheel broken at the cistern.’’ 

The Persian water wheel, which is shown to us in this picture, represents one of the 
many to be found all over the dry places of Palestine. They are simple in construction, 
‘cheap, quickly made, soon repaired easily worked and they raise an immense quantity of 
water. It is called a ‘‘Na’ura’’ and is easily described. A wide cog-wheel is carried 
around horizontally by a mule. With a sweep this turns a larger one perpendicularly, 
which is directly above the mouth of the well. Over this revolve two rough hawsers and 
upon them are fastened small jars or wooden buckets. One side descends while the other 
rises, carrying the small buekets with them, those descending empty, those ascending full, 
‘and as they pass over the top they discharge into a trough which conveys the water to 
the cistern. 

Some of the wheels are of enormous size, as in our picture; they are also seen on a 
grand seale at Hums Hamath, and all along the Orontes. 
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NO. 559, DISTANT VIEW OF BETHLEHEM.—PALESTINE. 

St. Matthew 2:1.—‘‘Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judwa in the days 
of Herod the King, behold there came wise men from the cast.’’ 

Bethlehem is about six miles south of Jerusalem. The traveler going from Jerusalem 
over the long intervening hill hardly loses sight of the city where Christ was killed before 
he comes in sight of that where He was born. The district around is exceedingly rocky, 
but green spots of quiet heauty are always to be found in the nooks and hollows. It 
is said that the inhabitants of Bethlehem are the fiercest and most lawless of any in 
Judea, and that in riots and other disturbances they are invariably the ringleaders. If 
one may judge by appearances, in this instance at least, rumor seems to have given us a 
true version regarding the character of these people, for the types in our picture do not 
seem to possess a ‘‘peace like’’ countenance. 


NO. 560. GROUP OF BETHLEHEM WOMEN—PALESTINE. 

Ruth 4:11.—‘‘And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said; we 
are witnesses. The Lord make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel 
and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel.’” 

“<Yhe women of Bethlehem (modern) meet you in the street with unveiled faces and 
with chaste and modest bearing. Men, women and children are busy in the little shops, 
making souvenirs from mother of pearl. Some of these souvenirs are exceedingly delicate 
and even artistic.’? (T. M. Iden.) 

Never was place so rich in sacred associations as Bethlehem, There is the spot 
where Jacob had his first great grief, when his beloved Rachel was taken from him. 
There are the fields, where Ruth came to reap, and to win the heart of Boaz. There are 
the plains where David kept his father’s sheep, and learned to sing those Psalms that to 
the end of time are to supply the worship of all nat*as. It was in these plains, about 
Bethlehem, that the shepherds heard the announcement that has gladdened so many mil- 
lions of hearts, namely: ‘‘For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.’? (St. Luke 2:11.) Never unto the end of time, can Bethle- 
hem cease to be surrounded with a halo of glory, or to awaken a thrilling interest in 
every Christian heart. 


NO. 561. HOUSE OF SIMON THE TANNER—JAFFA. 

Acts 9:43.—‘‘And it came to pass that he tarried many days in Joppa with one 
Simon the tanner.’’ 

Joppa still flourishes; it is ealled by the Arabs Yifa, and by the English Jaffa. The 
house of Simon, shown to us in this picture, is referred to several times in the book 
of Acts. We first find it spoken of in the verse above, where we note that St. Peter 
dwelt there for a season. In chapter 10, 6th verse, we read the words, which the angel 
of God spoke to Cornelius, saying: ‘‘He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house 
is by the sea side.’? Again we read of it in the same chapter, verse 17: ‘‘behold the 
men which were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for Simon’s house and stood 
before the gate.’’ Verse 23 tells us that Peter called the men into the house and 
‘lodged them’’ there for the night and in the morning they all left for Caesarea. The 
place most visited in Jaffa by the thousands of tourists and pilgrims that pass through, 
is the reputed house of Simon the Tanner. 


fe) Holise of Simon the Tanner, Jaffa. - ; 
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NO. 562. THE WELL OF THE HOUSE OF SIMON THE TANNER—JAFFA. 
Acts 11:5.— 


e ision.?? 
“*T was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision. 
As we read 


858 P 
the story in chapter eleven of the Book of Acts, which St. Peter tells 
his fellow Apostles and brethren in Jerusalem, we may realize with a certain sense of 
joy that the house spoken of in our picture is on the very spot where St. Peter received 
the vision, and which he wisely interpreted to mean that the Gentiles as well as the Jews 
were. to be admitted to the Christian Church, 

There is, ‘of course, some doubt whether this is really the house where St, Peter 
lodged nineteen centuries ago’ though in all probability the original was quite as unpre- 
tentious as the present structure. As a characteristie Oriental dwelling it calls to mind the 
fact, that on just such a roof as is on this house—mavhap this one—a humble fisherman 


of Galilee learned the great lesson of the brotherhood of man, which when proclaimed 
was to revolutionize the world. 
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NO. 563. JAFFA FROM THE SEA—PALESTINE, 


Jonah 1:3.— ‘But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, 
and went down to Joppa, and he found a ship going to Tiirshish,’’ 

Joppa or Jaffa—as it is now called—is one of the oldest cities in the world. It was 
given to Dan in the distribution of land by Joshua (Jos, 19:46), and it has been known 
in history ever sinee. It owes its existence to the low ledge of rocks which extends into 
the sea from the extremity of the little cape on which the city stands, and forms 
a small harbor. Insecure and small as it 1s, this is the only place on the coast that ean 
offer shelter to shipping between Egypt and Mt. Carmel. In stormy weather it is 
often impossible to land for days at a time, as Jaffa has as yet no harbor for the 
large ‘‘Ocean Liners’’ to enter. Half a mile from shore, passengers are lowered froin 
the ‘‘Liner’’ into little boats, manned '~ howling natives, and if the sea should be 
rough no traveler will forget his landin, there. The population is estimated at 21,000, 
It is the natural landing place of pilgrims to Jerusalem both Christians and Jews and they 
have created a considerable trade. This no doubt accounts for the rapid inerease of Jaffa. 
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NO. 564. CAMELS IN THE STREET—JAFFA. 

Judges 6:5—‘Tor both they and their camels were without number; and 
they entered into the land to destroy it.’? 

There is really but one street in Jaffa, and a more crowded thoroughfare it 
is hard to find. One has to force his y through a motley crowd of busy citi- 
zens, wild Arabs, foreign pilgrims, camels, mules, horses and donkeys in order 
to get to a hotel ‘trom the landing. The market place abounds in all kinds of fish 
and fruit, including the unrivaled ‘‘Jaifa Oranges.’’ Jaffa is celebrated in mod- 
ern times for her gardens and orchards of delicious fruit more than anything 
else. The peasants here about are very poor, and many seem to be blind or 
have some painful defect about their eyes. The Doreas societies spread about 
all over the world, are named after Dorcas, mentioned in Acts 9:36, whom St. 
Peter recalled to life (Acts 9:40). Her grave was discovered in Jaffa by the 
American consul in his garden, and he gave it to the Armenian Convent of 
Jerusalem. 
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NO. 565. BRINGING IN THE SHEAVES—JEZREEL. 

Psalms 126:6.—‘‘He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed shall doubt 
less come again with rejoicing bringing his sheaves with him.’’ 

Grain in Palestine was generally eut with the sickle. Pulling it up by the roots was 
a rare practice, the preference being to leave much of the stalk still standing. After 
gathering as much as could be conveniently carried, the reaper left the grain in little 
piles behind him on the field. This was afterwards gathered up and bound into sheaves 
and the sheaves stacked together (Gen. 37:7.) In a number of passages of Seripture we are 
introduced to the busy scenes of the harvest-field, and even shown how the harvesters 
working under a burning castern sky were accustomed to refresh themselves. In tho 
story of Ruth, in the Bible, the entire life of a worker in the field is beautifully told. The 
precautions which Boaz gives to the young men concerning Ruth (chapter 2—9) are not 
out of place at this day. The reapers are gathered from all parts of the country, and 
largely from the under class, and living far from home, throw off all restraint, and give 
free license to their tongues, if nothing more. 
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NO. 566. SHEPHERD AND HIS FLOCK ON THE ROAD. 

St. John 10:14.—‘‘I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep and am known 
of mine.’’ 

The greater part of the tenth chapter of St. John, unfolds to us the life of a true 
shepherd, with his sheep in a far more lucid way than we can hope to portray. Never- 
theless, a few facts regarding modern sheep tending in Palestine may not come amiss. 

The leopard and panther of Palestine—or rather as they call them—the ‘‘nimer and 
fahed,’’ when pressed with hunger, will overleap the thorny hedge, wherein the sheep are 
grazing, and with one tremendous bound Jand among the frightened fold. Then is the time 
to try the nerve and heart of the faithful shepherd. These humble types of Him who 
leadeth Joseph like a flock (Psalms 80:1) never leave their helpless charge alone but 
accompany them by day, and abide with them at night. As spring advances, they will 
move higher up to other Mfrfihs and greener ranges, and in the hot months of summer 
they sleep with their flocks on the cool heights of the mountains, with no other protection 
than a stout palisade of tangled thorn-bushes. Nothing ean be more romantic, Oriental, 
and even Biblical (Psalms 23) than this shepherd life far away among the sublime solitudes 
of Palestine. 


NO. 567. TOMB OF ZACHARIAH AND ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE IN THE 
VALLEY OF JEHOSHAPHAT. 


Joel 3:12.—‘‘Let the heathen be wakened and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat; 
for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about.’’ 

As early as the time of Eusebus, in the fourth century, A. D., the valley of Jehosha- 
phat was identified with the valley of the Kidron, so that now Jews and Mohammedans fix 
the scene of the last judgement here. This identification is only a conjecture based on 
the cited passages, and on Zech. 14. The tombs which merit special attention in this 
valley are those ~f Zachariah and St. James. First the monolith of Zachariah is a cubica! 
block about 2l feet in length, and surmounted by a pyramid of at least 10 feet 
elevation, so that the entire height is 30 feet. It has no mason work abou ui tut is one 
solid mass hewn out of the mountain; the adjacent rock being eut away so chat it stands 
entirely detached. The tomb of St. James which is to the ‘orth side of shir nonolith, 
shows a fine front to the west (as in our picture) ornawented with four short |orie col- 
umns. The entrance is not through these erInmns, ul rron, a passage cut threagh the 
rock, in the northeast corner (see picture) of ene space arounc the tomb of Zachariah. 
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NO. 568. BELFORT CASTLE—CRUSADING TIMES. 


2 Chronicles 27:4.—‘‘Moreover he built cities in the mountain.......... and in the 
forests he built castles and towers.’’ 

Shiikif (as the Arabs eall it) is the castle of Bellefort or Beaufort (see picture) 
of the Crusaders, and commands a magnificent panorama of mountains, plains, rivers and 
lakes. It is a fine old fort hanging on the very edge of the precipice. The view from 
the top is magnificent, and the Gulf, fifteen hundred feet deep, down the river beneath 
is frightful. The castle is the most conspicuous object in the region about. The Crusaders 
ealled it Bellefort. They did not construct it. It is probable that the castle occupied this 
commanding position from remote antiquity. The beautiful plain of Ijon lies directly 
at the foot of ‘‘Castle Belfort.’’ 
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NO. 569. SAFED LOOKING NORTH SUPPOSED TO BE THE ‘‘CITY SET ON A HILG 
WHOSE LIGHT COULD NOT BE HID. 

St. Matthew 5:14.—‘‘Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill 
cannot be hid.’’ 

The whole town of Safed was dashed to the ground in half a minute by the earth- 
quake in 1837, and these buildings which are seen in our picture have all been erected 
since that catastrophe. Maundrell, Jowet and others assert that this was the city (the 
old town) set on a hill to which our verse above refers. If Our Saviour did refer to any 
special city, surely it was this one, as the hill opposite the ‘‘horns of Hiittin is where 
“(He raised His eyes, which had, perhaps been bent downward for a few moments of 
inward prayer, and opening His mouth delivered that memorable discourse which will be 
known for ever as the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ ’’ (Tarras.) When one stands on the 
“Mount of Beatitudes’’ the town is plainly visible and Our Saviour undoubtedly used 
it in His figure of speech. Safed is one of the four holy cities of the Jews. 


Shop of Christ) Nazareth. 


2 
53) 
3. 
ro 
os 
C 
oO 
Re 
o 


NO. 570. CHAPEL OF THE CARPENTER SHOP OF CHRIST—NAZARETH. 

St. Mark 6:3.—‘‘Ts not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James and 
Joses.... ....and they were offended at him.’’ 
by his fellow-townsmen (refer verse above.) The town was either small and unimportant 
or of recent origin, for it is not mentioned in the Old Testament or in the apocrypha or by 

A town of Galilee where Joseph and Mary lived and where Jesus was brought up and 
spent the greater part of thirty years (Luke 3:23.) He was known as Jesus of Nazareth 
and was held in favor there, but after He entered on His ministry he was twice rejected 
Josephus. It must, however, always be a spot sacred to the whole Christian world, 
for here our blessed Saviour passed the greater part of His life on earth. Nazareth now 
contains 6,000 or more inhabitants. It lies in a secluded valley in lower Gallilee, a little 
north of the great plain of Esdraclon, and is about 15 miles west-southwest of Tiberias, 
20 southwest of Tell Hum—the reputed site of Capernaum, and 19 southeast of Acre. The 
houses are better than those in many other villages in Palestine, being made of the 
white limestone which is conspicuously displayed along all the higher parts of the investing 
hills. 
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NO. 571. GREEK CHURCH OF THE VIRGIN—NAZARETH. 

St. John 1:45.—‘‘ We have found him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did 
write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’’ 

The Greek Church of the Virgin stands over the traditional spot of the ‘‘spring’’— 
which few holy places in all Palestine can rival for we may truly say, that the boy Jesus 
came to this spring for water, just as the children do now with their pitchers, The 
summit of the hill on which Nazareth is built rises six hundred feet above the level of 
the sea, Four or five hundred feet below lies the happy valley. The view from this 
spot would in any country be regarded as extraordinarily rich and lovely; but it reeeives 
a yet more indescribable charm from our belief that here, with His feet among the 
mountain flowers, and the soft breeze lifting the hair from His temples, Jesus must often 
have watched the eagles poised in the cloudless blue, and have gazed upward as Ue 
heard overhead the rushing plumes of the long line of pelicans, as they winged their 
way from the streams of Kishon by the Lake of Galilee (Farrar). 


NO. 573. THE COLONNADE OF THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER AT BAALBEK— 
LOOKING SOUTH-W3ST. 

Psalms 96:5.—‘‘ For all the gods of the nations are idols but the Lord made 
the heavens.’’ 

South from the great Temple of the Sun in Baalbek, is a smaller one known 
as the Temple of Jupiter (see picture)—the chief god of Latin mythology, 
identified by the Romans with the Greek Zeus. Its peristyle and the walls of 
its cella aré still mostly standing. The dimensions are 227 feet in Jength by 117 
feet in breadth, with 15 columns at the side and 8 at each end—as in our picture, 
Baalbek is eelebrated for the magnificence of its ruins, It was called by the 
Greeks Helispolis—‘‘City of the Sun.’’ Here Baal, the sun-god was worshipped. 
At one period, its wealth, gained through its commercial relations, was very 
great. It was sacked by the Arabs in 748 A. D. and by Tamerlane about 1400 
A. D. Frequent earthquakes completed its ruin, bringing to mind the words of 
God in Isaiah 45:5-7, ‘I am the Lord and there is none else, there is no Goad 
beside me.......... { make peave, and ereate evil. I the Lord do all these 
things.’? At present Baalbek is an unsightly village. Its principal ruins are 
The Temple of the Sun and The Temple of Jupiter. 
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NO. 574. RACHEL’S TOMB ON THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM—PALESTINE. 

Genesis 48:7.—‘‘And as for me, when I eame from Padan, Rachel died by me in 
the land of Canaan in the way when yet there was but a little way to come unto 
Ephrath; and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem.’” 

These are Jacob’s own words regarding the burial place of the beautiful daughter 
of Laban, with whom he fell in love at first sight when he met her at the well near 
Haran, in Mesopotamia, where she was watering her flock (Genesis L0th chapter.) The 
Tomb is a plain Saracenie Mausoleum, having no claims to antiquity in its present 
form, but deeply interesting in sacred associations, for, by the singular consent of 
all authorities on such questions it marks the actual site of her grave. 
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NO. 575. COURT OF A HOME IN CANA OF GALILEE. 

St. John 2:11.—‘'This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifested forth His glory; aud His disciples believed on Him.’’ 

There is not now a decent house in the humble village, but its homes (such as 
they are) are still happy. It is the place where Our Lord sanctioned, by his presence 
and miraculous assistance, the all important and worldwide institution of marriage. 
Poor humble little village; the proudest cities on earth might envy her lot. It may come 
to pass that Paris, London, New York, Chieago will be dropped out of mind and their 
very sites be lost; but to the end of time, wherever there shall be the voice of the 
bride and bridegroom then and there will Cana of Galilee be remembered. Cana will 
ever mingle in the song of the happy, to symbolize the peace and purity of domestic 
happiness—the bliss of wedded love. 
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NO. 576. RUINS OF ATHLEET—LOOKING SOUTHEAST. 

Athleet presents the greatest historic and architectural puzzle found at the head uf 
the Mediterranean Sea. Neither the Bible, nor Josephus, nor any profane historian or 
geographer mentions it, and yet the remains of antiquity at it are more numerous, more 
striking, and in a better state of preservation than at any other city of Phenicin. 
The exterior wall, built of great stones and protected by a diteh eut through the solid 
rock where necessary, inclosed a large quadrangular space reaching quite across the heaa- 
land on which the city stood. Most of this wall has heen earried away to build those 
of Acre during long centuries of the past. The outer walls of the city were prodigionsly 
strong, and the heavy stones are beveled, after the purest Phenician style. Large 
sections of it remain entire (see picture) and just as they were when first put up. The onty 
history we have of Athleet began with the Crusaders, who called it Pilgrim’s Castle 
because they used to land there when Acre was in the hands of the Saracens. But 
they built none of the edifices. 
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Judea from the Jericho Plain, 
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No. 577. THE MOUNTAIN OF JUDEA—FROM THE JERICHO PLAIN. 

St. Luke 10:30.—‘‘And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jeru 
salem to Jericho and fell among thieves.’* 

Travelers today between Jerusalem and Jericho have to be accompanied hy an 
escort, to prevent their falling among thieves who infested this route both before ana 
ever since the Good Samaritan came to the relief of the man in the parable (see verse 
above, and on). Jericho lying more than a thousand feet below the level of the Mediter- 
ranean, had a tropical climate. Palms balsams, syeamores and henna flourished. Josephus 
and Strabo speak of it in enthusiastic terms. It was probably not far from Jericho that 
Jesus was baptized; as He passed through the city on a later oceasion. He healed blind 
Bartimeus (Mark 10:46-52) and it was there that Zacchwus climbed into the sycamore 
tree to see the Lord (Luke 19:1-8). 
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NO. 578. THE MANGER—CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY—BETHLEHEM, 
PALESTINE. 


St. Luke 2:7—‘‘And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them ip the 
inn.’’ 

The tradition of the monks points, though probably erroneously, to a cave at the 
extremity of the town us the scene of the nativity. A handsome church and convent 
have been built over this cave, called the ‘‘Churech and Convent of the Nativity,’’ and a 
silver star in the floor of the erypt, or subterranean chamber, is said, in these fanciful 
legends, to mark the preeise spot where the Saviour was born. It was not for three 
centuries after Christ that the ‘‘sacred places’? began to be inquired after, and in 
many eases the fixing of them was only a matter of caprice or of conjecture. It is not 
impossible, to say the least, but that the apartment in which our Saviour was born 
was in fact a cave. 
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NO. 579. TOMB OF JOHN THE BAPTIST, INTERIOR OF CHURCH OF ST, JOHN— 
SAMARIA, 


Acts 10:31—‘‘Then had the churehes rest throughout all Judea and Galiee and 
Samaria.’’ 

St. Matthew 11:11.—‘‘ Verily, I say unto you, Among them that are born of women 
there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist.’’ 

The echureh in our picture is an interesting specimen of medimval architecture, 
whieh all pilgrims or tourists look at with respect, and many with deep emotion, This 
is natural, though the tradition that associates the martyrdom of the Baptist with this 
spot is sufficiently doubtful, yet it augments the reverence with which one explores the 
vaults of this fine old ruin. 


NO. 580. THE JERICHO PLAIN—FROM THE RUINS OF ANCIENT JERICHO. 

Joshua 6:26.—‘And Joshua adjured them at that time saying: Cursed be the man 
before the Lord, that riseth up and buildeth this eity Jericho.’’ 

But, notwithstanding the curse, Jericho was rebuilt once and again (1 Kings 16:34). 
Hiel, a man of Bethel, proceeded to build up its walls. The death of his firstborn 
at the laying of the foundation, and of his youngest child at the setting up of the 
gates, literally verified the curse of Joshua (see verse above). Regarding the plain of 
Jericho, Dr. Blaikie says: ‘‘IHere and there spots of quiet beauty refresh the eye of the 
traveler; the pink oleander and the scarlet anemone mingling with the purple bloom of 
the thistle and the yellow of the marigold; or groves of overhanging willow and creeping 
plants; or thickets of lofty cane, where the lion and the wild boar have their lair, and 
the stork her summer haunt; or mountain torrents brawling joyously among the rocks; or 
tangled masses of shrube -nd trees. Where the bulbul chatters from his nest, or the 
swallow darts about in the sunshine.’? 
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NO. 581. GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE, OLD OLIVE TREE SAID TO BE 1900 YEARS 
OLD—JERUSALEM. 

St. Matthew 26:36.—‘‘Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane 
and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder.’’ 

The traditional site, venerable and beautiful as it is from the age and size of the gray, 
gnarled olive-trees, of which one is still known as the ‘‘Tree of Agony’’ (see picture), is 
perhaps, too public—being as it always must have been, at the angle formed by the two 
paths which lead over the summit and shoulder of Olivet—to be regarded as the actual 
spot (Farrar). The garden is nearly square, and the Latin fathers have recently inclosed 
it with a high wall, and the gate is seldom open to visitors. Wight venerable olive trees 
are within, on which it is said the tax levy can be traced back to the occupation of Jeru- 
salem by the Arabs in the seventh century. These trees, however, did not witness our 
Lord’s agony, for all the trees around Jerusalem were cut down during the siege of the 
city by Titus, A. D. 70. 
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NO. 583, JERUSALEM—FROM THE LATIN HOSPICE ‘‘CASA NOVA’’ SHOWING 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE. 

St. Luke 2:38.—‘‘And spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem.,’? 

The outer town—of Jerusalem—which has grown up since 1858 to the northwest of the 
old city, contains many Christian churches and hospices, hospitals, schools, mis- 
sions, monasteries, as well as consulates and many private residences. 

Charitable brotherhoods, founded at various times and in different countries, for the 
eare of the sick in hospitals were called ‘‘Hospitalers’’—hence our picture Hospice—a 
place whero their order held forth. The one referred to here is the building wherein the 
Knights of St. John hold forth. The vow to devote one’s self to this work of mercy is 


usually superadded to the ordinary vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, commanded 
by Saint Augustine. 


NO. 584. DOME OF THE PROPHETS, ADJOINING THE MOSQUE OF 
OMAR—JERUSALEM. 

St. Matthew 24:1—‘‘And Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and his 
disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.’’ 

When one enters any of the buildings of the temple or as it is ealled The Mosquu 
of Omar, the Moslems require that the shoes be removed, and red morocco slippers put 
on instead lest the econseerated area be defiled. The ‘‘Dome’’ is ninety-six feet in 
height and is extremely light and buoyant. Mohammed is said to have ‘‘floated’’ to 
heaven from this very spot. 

‘The upper part is an expanse of porcelain tiles, whose colors blend in harmonious 
though intricate designs, Around them also, like a seulptured frieze of blue and white 
enameled tiles, are interwoven passages from the Koran.’’ (Stoddard.) 


NO, 585. PULPIT AND ARCHES, COURT OF MOSQUE OF OMAR—JERUSALEM. 

St. Matthew 12:6—‘‘But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than 
the temple.’’ 

The people in Christ’s time did not grasp this saying of our Lord and Saviour, nor 
do the Moslems to this day, for inscribed in and about the great edifice of the temple, 
the following is selected from many: ‘‘The Messiah, Jesus, was the son of Mary and 
Joseph. He was also the ambassador of God. Believe m God and His ambassador, bat 
do not say that God is three. For God is one, and cannot have a son. Pray then to 
God alone. That is the only way.’’ So we see that 1900 years have failed to remove 
the darkness from Moslem’s heart. ‘ 

From this beautiful marble pulpit in the courtyard, a Moslem priest, proclaims 
every Friday to the faithful, the significance and sanctity which lies all around them. 
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NO. 586. LEPERS BEGGING ON THE SLOPES OF OLIVET. 


St. Matthew 11:5—‘‘The blind receive their sight and the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor havo the gospel 
preached to them.’’ 

* Would that He were come to earth today to cleanse us all as He did the lepers and 
others in His time—patience! 

It is evident that Moses, in his very stringent regulations respecting this plague 
(Leviticus chapters 13-14) and its unhappy victims, had in view its extinetion. For 
all practical purposes, the same laws prevail to this day. The lepers, when not obliged 
to live outside the city, have got separate abode assigned to them, and they are shunned 
as unelean and dangerous. No healthy person will touch them, eat with them, or use 
any of their clothes or utensils and with good reason. 

The leper was required by Moses to stand apart, and give warning by crying. 
“‘Unelean! Unclean!’’ They still do the same substantially, and, even in their begging 
never attempt to touch you. 


NO. 587. JERUSALEM—FROM MOUNT OF OLIVES—PALESTINE, 

St. Matthew 24:3.—‘‘And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives the disciples came 
unto Him.’’ 

The view of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives is exceedingly striking and justifies 
the admiring exclamation of the Psalmist in Psalms 48:2. Some unknown writer has 
pietured Jerusalem from this Mount in the following beautiful language: ‘‘Altnough 
the size of Jerusalem wus not very great, its situation, on the brink of rugged hills, 
encircled by deep and wild valleys, bounded by eminences whose sides were covered 
with groves and gardens, added to its numerous towers and the temple, must have given 
it singular and gloomy magnificence, scarcely possessed by ny other city in the world. it 
is true, the city beloved by God has now disappeared, and with it all the hallowed spots 
once contained within its walls. Yet the face of nature still endures, the rocks, mountains, 
lakes and valleys are still unchanged, save that loneliness and wilderness are now where 
onee were luxury and every joy; and though their glory is depurted, a high and mournful 
beauty still rests on many of their settled scenes.’’ 
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NO. 588. VIA DOLOROSA—RUSSIAN PILGRIM KISSING THE HOLY STONE. 

Isaiah 42:2.—‘*He shall not ery nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard 
in the street,’’ 

The most renowned and saered street within the Holy City is the Via Dolorosa— 
believed by many to be the route along which the Saviour bore His cross to Calvary. if 
it could be established for a certainty that this was the actual pathway of the Man of 
Sorrows on Wis way to death, who could behold it save with tear-dimmed eyes? But it 
need hardly be remarked that there is no likelihood that such is the case. The general 
direction may be the same but its ancient level undoubtedly lies forty or fifty feet below 
the pavement of today. Nevertheless, almost every foot of the Via Dolorosa is conse- 
erated to some sad event connected with the path to Calvary. In this street also are she 
houses: of Caiaphas and of Veronica, as well as that of Dives before which lay the 
beggar Lazarus, (Stoddard.) 
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NO. 589. ABSALOM’S TOMB—VALLEY OF JEHOSOPHATS—MOUNT OF OLIVES — 
JERUSALEM. 

2 Samuel 18:18.—‘‘Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up for himself 
a pillar, which is in the king’s dale, for he said, T have no son to keep my name in 
remembrance, and he called the pillar after his own name, and it is called unto this 
day Absalom’s place.’’ 

Absalom’s Tomb at the foot of Mount Olivet, according to Jewish tradition, was 
erected by Absalom during his lifer-me, and is pelted by them with stones as they pass 
by, in exeeration of his treason (ser 2 Samuel 15th chapter). The architecture of the 
monument and the fact that it 1s not mentioned before A. D. 333 makes the tradition 
doubtful. The entire height of this very striking ‘‘pillar’’ cannot be less than forty feet, 
but the lower part is not a little encumbered with stones and rubbish. 
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NO. 590. TOMB OF THE VIRGIN AT FOOT OF MOUNT OLIVE—JERUSALEM. 

St. Luke 1:27,—‘To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.’’ 

There is a descent of sixty steps to the church and tomb which consequenty lies 
almost entirely under the bed of the valley of Jchoshaphat. The steps, however, are partly 
outside and partly within the door which leads down to the body of the church. Seen 
from above, when this is lighted up, the church presents a most striking appearance. 
On the right of the descent are shown the chapel and tombs of Joachim and Anna; that 
of St. Joseph on the left; and toward the east of the church is the supposed tomb of 
Mary, bearing a general resemblance to the Holy Sepulchre, and probably modeled after 
its pattern. 


) 


“PORT “DOM PARLEO 


SERIES. 


yosaostpe 


HOLY LAND 


591) ° Tomb ofthe Kings; 
Jerusalem.) 7 Oy 


NO, 591. TOMBS OF THE KINGS—THE ROLLING STONE DOORWAY— 
JERUSALEM, 

2 Chronicles 28:27.—‘‘But they brought him not into the sepulehres of the Kings of 
Israel.’’ 

The Tomb of the kings are in the olive grove about one-half mile north of the 
Damascus Gate and a few rods east of the great road to Mablis. A court is sunk in the 
solid rock about ninety feet square and twenty deep. On the west side of this court is a 
sort of portico thirty-nine feet long, seventeen feet deep and fifteen high. It was 
originally ornamented with grapes, garlands, and festoons, beautifully wrought on tho 
cornice, and the columns in the centre and the pilasters at the corners, appear to have 
resembled the Corinthian order. 

All the Kings from David to Hezekiah inclusive were buried in the city of David. The 
common royal sepulchre was by implication ordinarily used. Several kings were not 
admitted to the royal sepulchre (see verse above, also 21:20, 24:25, 26:23). 


“SERIES, 


NO. 592. TOMB OF THE KINGS—HEWN OUT OF SOLID ROCK—JERUSALEM. 

2 Kings 14:29.—‘‘ And Jeroboam slept with his fathers even with the kings of Israel.’* 

Around Jerusalem the traveler will often find himself before huge openings in the 
hillsides. One of these is called the ‘‘Tomb of the Kings,’’ a sort of catacomb, room 
beyond room, each having several niches. A very low door in the south end of the portieo 
—in our picture—opens into the ante-chamber, nineteen feet square and seven or eight 
high. From this three passages conduct into other rooms, two of them to the 
south, having five or six erypts. These rooms are all eut in rock intensely hard, and the 
entrances were originally closed with stone doors, wrought with panels and hung on 
stone hinges, all of which are now broken. ‘The whole series of tombs indicates the 
hand of royalty and the leisure of years, but by whom and for whom they were made 
is a mere matter of conjecture. 
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NO, 593. POOL OF GIHON, RUSSIAN HOSPICE FROM JAFFA GATE—JERUSALEM. 

2 Kings 20:20.—‘‘ And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, and how he 
made a pool, and a conduit, and brought water into the city, are they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?’? 

2 Chronicles 33:30.— ‘This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper watercourse of 
Gihon and brought it straight down to the west side of the city of David.’’ 

There was an upper and lower Gihon as early as the time of Hezekiah at least. 
Upper Gihon is commonly identified with Birket Mamilla, and lower Gihon (our picture) 
with Birket es Sultan. The latter is a third of a mile south of the Jaffa Gate. These 
pools are not now fed by living springs. Largely on this account the question has been 


raised in recent years whether Gihon should not be identified with the fountain of the 
Virgin. 
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NO, 594. MOUNT CALVARY ON THE LEFT AND NORTHERN WALL OF 
JERUSALEM. 

St. Luke 23:33—‘‘And when they were come to the place which is Calvary, there 
they crucified him, and the malefactors one on the right hand and the other on the 
left.’ 

The question of the site of the crucifixion is involved with that of location of the 
sepulchre. The theory that the hill above Jeremiah’s grotto (see picture) marks the 
site of Calvary is at present in the ascendant. It was suggested by Otto Thermion 
some thirty or forty years ago, and has been adopted by other scholars, and greatly 
elaborated,. The rounded summit of the hill, and the two hollow cave entrances beneath 
present a striking resemblance to a skull, perhaps that of an animal rather than a man. Its 
commanding position renders it visible from a distance. Near it was the great highway 
to the north. This location unquestionably satisfies all the conditions of the problem. 


NO. 595. JERUSALEM FROM THE NORTH—PALESTINE. 
Psalm 125:2.—‘‘As the mountains are round abou 
about his people from henceforth even for ever.’’ 
The situation of Jerusalem is very remarkable. It stands upon the upland ridge that 
runs along the country from north to south, about 2,200 feet above the level of the 
Mediterranean, and 3,500 feet above that of the Dead Sea. The city itself, lying as it 
were, within the horse-shoe, spreads ultimately over four hills, or heights, called Zion, 
Moriah, Acra, and Bezetha. In David’s time the whole town lay on the northern slope 
of Mt. Zion. Additions were made at subsequent times. On all sides, the neighboring 
mountains rise somewhat above the city, verifying the figure of the Psalmist as in 
verse above. Of the history of Jerusalem up to the time of David very little is known, 


although the 14th chapter of the Book of Genesis tells us of ‘‘Salem?? which scholars 
claim is the Jerusalem we read of later on. . 
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NO. 596. THE JAFFA GATE, THRONG OF NATIVES AND GRAND 
HOTEL—JERUSALEM. 

Revelation 21:25.—* And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day; for 
there shall be no night there.’’ 

The present city of Jerusalem has five gates; that at the Tower of David 
takes the name of Jaffa—see picture—or Bethlehem gate, because from it the 
roads to those places depart. It, the Jaffa Gate entrance, is also the most 
important, as almost all pilgrims and tourists enter through this gate, hence the 
great crowds one always sees going in or out. All the gates of Jerusalem bear 
different names among the Arabs, but those are now given by which they are 
best known among Christians. The northeastern portion of the city is known as 
the Mohammedan quarter, the southern the Jewish, and all the western portion 
the Christian, the Armenians occupying the southern part and the Greeks and 
Latins the sections lying to the north, é 


oup of 


Gre 


wand ( 


NO. 597, STREET VIEW AND GROUP OF JEWS—JERUSALEM—PALESTINE, 
Nehemiah 8:1.—‘‘And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the 
street that was before the water gate..... 

Like most Oriental cities the strects of Jerusalem are very narrow, winding, dingy, 
many of them being mere lanes in which two loaded animals can searcely pass each 
other. In ancient times it was necessary to build in this manner for purposes of 
defense. Sanitary matters in the city are in the worst possible condition, and during 
the rainy season indescribable filth abounds. The population has inereased from 20,000 
to between 40,000 and 50,000. In 1838 there were only 3,000 Jews in the city, they number 


about 30,000 in all now, which fact is very significant as they are barely tolerated by the 
Turks. 5 , 


Se a ee 


SNS 


“SERIES. 


OLY LAND 


rae SAAN SRRS TAGE 


. A Bethlehem Family. Group. Palestine. 


SWestesur “ALL Aq “y0G} “pa7yysfusaoy 


NO. 598. A BETHLEHEM FAMILY GROUP—PALESTINE. 

Deuteronomy 29:18.—‘‘Lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, 
or tribe, whose heart turneth away this day from the Lord our God.’’ 

It is not until the time of Boaz and Ruth that anything pleasant occurs in the 
history of Bethlehem but after it rose to great celebrity as the birthplace of David, ani 
finally, it was rendered forever illustrious by the advent there of David’s greater son and 
Lord. The present number of inhabitants is about 4,000 and nearly all of them belong 
to the Greek Church. ‘They are ever distinguished in the great feasts at Jerusalem by 
their fierce and lawless manners, and if any row occurs thy are sure to have a hand in it. 
ft is asserted in Palestine that there is something in the water of certain place whicn 
renders the people sturdy, hard, and fearless, and it 1s curious enough that people of this 
character have ever been connected with Bethlehem. 3 
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NO. 599. TOWER OF DAVID AND WALLS OF JERUSALEM—FROM JAFFA GATE. 


Solomon’s Song 4:4.—‘‘Thy neck is like the tower of David builded for an armoury 
whereon there hang a thousand bucklers, all shields, of mighty men.’’ 

The only castle of any importance in modern Jerusalem is that at the Jaffa Gate, com- 
monly called the Tower of Dayid. The lower part of it is built of huge stones, roughly 
cut and with a deep bevel around the edges. They are undoubtedly ancient but the 
interspersed pateh-work proves that they are not in their original positions. 

‘(The Tower was the last point in Jerusalem to yield when the city was captured by 
the Crusaders, and when the other turrets were destroyed by the Moslems in the thirteenth 
century, this admirable specimen of mural masonry was spared.’’ (Stoddard.) 
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NO. 600. TOWER OF DAVID, OLD WALL AND OLIVE TREES—JERUSALEM. 

Zephaniah 3:6.—‘‘I have cut off the nations; their towers are desolate.’’ Psalms 61:3, 
—‘‘Por thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy.’” 

In Bible times the towers formed part of the defenses of fortified cities (Neh. 3-1). 
They were erected beside the city gates—the one in our picture is at the ‘‘Jaffa Gate’’— 
at the corners of the walls and at intervals in the intervening space (2 Chronicles 26:9), 
Watchmen were stationed on them, military engines for shooting arrows and stones were 
mounted on them, and the citizens found refuge in them when sore pressed by the 
enemy (Judges 9-51-52). 

Within their massive walls the inmates were secure; their height allowed openings 
for light and air, out of reach of the adversary; and from their top missiles could ne 
advantageously discharged at the foe. 


